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2. Prince’s teaching on Law

Prince is very strong on rejecting the value of the Law in the Old Testament 

as being of any positive help for Christians. For example, on p.120 he 

begins a section entitled “The Ten Commandments Kill” and says that these 

commandments are “the ministry of death”. 

What is very good:

I think (and hope) that Prince is trying to say two biblical things about the 

Law. Firstly, he may be warning us that the Ten Commandments can be 

used or preached in a condemning way that destroys the soul of people 

and makes them cringe in fear or turn away from God as a harsh Master. 

Secondly, his description of the Law as a ministry of death rather than life 

correctly describes the biblical view that obedience to the Law cannot lead 

to salvation. It is correct and good of Prince to speak against those who 

are “trying to use the Ten Commandments to remove their sins” (p.124).

We are saved by grace, not by obedience to the Ten Commandments or 

the Law. If these two points represent what Prince teaches on the Law in 

the Bible, then this is good and biblical.

Rev. Dr Gordon C I Wong, PhD (University of Cambridge, UK), is Bishop

William F Oldham Professor of Old Testament at Trinity Theological College
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Alpha is for anyone who thinks there may be more to life
than what he or she is experiencing now.
Invite your friends to the Alpha Course!
There’ll be food, laughter and learning in a fun and friendly atmosphere.
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What is not so good:

While there are many who need the message of God’s grace-filled

forgiveness to save them from their guilt and despair over sin, there

are many others who need the message of God’s grace-filled

discipline and rebuke to save them from presumption and

indifference to sin. Prince’s emphasis on free and full forgiveness is

very good at helping the former, but not so good for the latter.

Does Prince believe that guilt is the only problem people have

because of sin? That would be naïve. Sin does not only imprison us

in guilt; it also lulls us into indifference and presumption. The Bible

addresses both these effects of sin.

Similarly, Prince is correct to stress that the Law cannot save or

justify, but his writings give the impression that the Law has no other

positive function except to prove that we cannot be saved by it. In

the Bible, the Law is also presented as a positive expression of

God’s grace in telling us what God desires. By simplistically

contrasting Law and Grace, Prince makes the mistake of implying

that the Law has only the negative value of telling people that they

cannot be saved by their attempts at obedience to the Law.

To be fair to Prince, there are certain parts of the Bible that speak

out strongly against the Law (e.g. most of Galatians and parts of

the books of Romans and Hebrews). But this is balanced out in other

parts of the Bible that are very positive about the Law (e.g. Jesus

in Matt 5:19-20; James 1:25; Psalm 119 etc.).

The Law as a means of salvation is spoken of very negatively in the

Bible, but the Law as a means of showing us God’s pleasure or

desire for our lives is spoken of very positively. Prince seems to

speak of only the negative. In so doing he fails to do justice to the

biblical balance which speaks of the ongoing positive value of the

Law for Christians. Paul himself summed up the Law very positively

as teaching us to love one another (Gal 5:14; Rom 13:8,10).

.

John 13:34-35 (New International Version)
34"A new command I give you: Love one another.

As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
5By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."




