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Prince’s teaching on Healing

Healing is a big topic in the Bible, and it is not the main theme of Prince’s 

book. So any comment here is perhaps unfair. But from the little he says in 

his final full chapter “Good Things Happen” (pp. 287ff), Prince relates 

testimonies of people who were healed when they received the grace and 

forgiveness of God. He also states that “once you know that you have 

been forgiven of all your sins, past, present and future, the healing of all 

our diseases follows” (p.290).

What is good:

I think he is correct to say that the Bible speaks of a God who heals our 

diseases, and that this is a true expression of the forgiveness and grace of 

God. Physical healing is taught and prayed for and experienced in the 

Bible.

What is not so good:

Whilst Prince speaks of Bible passages where physical healing is expected 

and takes place, he says nothing about the passages that accept (without 

surprise or anguish) that miraculous physical healing did not take place e.g. 

2 Tim 4:20; Philippians 2:25-27; 1 Tim 5:23; Gal 4:13-14.
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Incidentally, Galatians 4:13-14 tells us explicitly that Paul did have 

a bodily sickness which resulted in the greater good of the Gospel 

being preached contra Prince’s statement that “Paul did not suffer 

any sickness or disease” (p. 71).

The problem is not so much with what Prince affirms; the problem is 

with what he neglects to affirm viz. that physical illness without 

healing on earth can also fall within the gracious providence of 

God. The Bible teaches us both to pray for physical healing and to 

be prepared to endure illness with patient endurance.

The victorious Christian life is one that remains faithful to God in 

abundance and in poverty, in sickness or in health, for richer or for 

poorer (cf. Philippians 4:12-13). Does Prince help Christians cope 

with the onslaught of illness and suffering, or does he speak only of 

removing sickness and suffering by effortless faith? We need both 

messages, because that is the balance we find in Scripture.

In general, most preachers are prone to lopsided teaching. We 

tend to favour one side of the balance more than the other as a 

result of our personal experience with God. The danger comes 

when we imply that our side is the only true side of biblical truth!

May God grant us wisdom and discernment as we seek to live in 

ways that befit those who have been saved by such a wonderful 

grace as that which our Lord Jesus has lavished on us.

Postscript: There are several places where I find Prince’s 

interpretation of some Bible verses to be unconvincing and 

uninformed (e.g. pp. 124f on the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil; p.263-65 on the cold, hot and lukewarm Laodiceans in 

Rev 3:15-16), but these are disagreements of interpretation that 

can commonly be found amongst devout Bible teachers. My 

comments above focus on the more major issues that discerning 

Christians should reflect on more carefully.

Jeremiah 17:14 (NIV)

Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed;

Save me and I will be saved,

For You are the one I praise.




