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Diocesan Family Day

21 September 2009, 9.30am - 3pm @ St. Andrew’s Cathedral

Get your tickets today at the Admin Counter. $10/ticket.

There will be food stalls galore, great fun games, handicraft stalls, street
soccer, special children’s play zone, community services booths and the
launch of the Centenary commemorative book.

2. Day of His Power
07 August, 7.30PM @ Singapore Indoor Stadium

3. Marringe Breankthrough Weekend

08 - 10 August 2009 @ Hotel Re!, Pearl’s Hill
For more information, please collect the brochure at the Admin Counter.

Y. WDT Questions on 1 Samuel
Please see insert.
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July (Tue) Church Council Meeting
31 (Fri) Corporate Prayer Meeting
August 07 (Fri) Day of His Power
08 -10 (Sat - Mon) Couple’s Breakthrough Weekend
09 (Sun) National Day
29 (Sat) Family Wellness Talk

Any announcements, articles or testimonies to share? Email Gladys @ wacoffice@livingstreams.org.sg

SUHUTTLE BUS SERVICGE

qi0AM  BOON LAY WAV — ROON LAV MRT (RUS STOP)
9I5AM  JURONG WEST ST 5f BLK Sl CARPARK
4.30AM  CLEMENT| MRT — BUS STOP TOWARDS GITY

The best shield
is the Lord Jesus

@ WESTSIDE ANGLICAN CHURCH

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES, IMPACTING COMIMUNITY

THE DAIT OF SATAN

DT JOMI DEVERE

There is a deceptive, deadly trap that imprisons countless
Christians, severs relationships and widens breaches between us.
It is the snare of offense, and many believers are unable to
function in their calling because of these wounds and hurts they
have received. They are handicapped and hindered from
fulfilling their God-given potential. Jesus made it very clear that
it is impossible to live in this world and not have the opportunity

i to become offended (see Luke 17:1). If you breathe air and walk
this earth, you will have a chance to become offended—guaranteed. Therefore, it is
important for us to be prepared and armed, for our response to offense determines our
future.

=

The Greek word for offend in Luke 17:1 comes from the word skandalon. This word
originally referred to the part of a trap to which the bait was attached. In the New
Testament it often describes an entrapment by the enemy. A trap needs one of two
things in order to be successful. Either it must be hidden, in the hope that an animal
will stumble upon it, or it must be baited to lure the animal into the trap’s deadly jaws.
Satan incorporates both of these strategies as he lays out his traps. They’re hidden and
baited. If we’re not trained by the Word of God to rightly divide between good and evil,
we won’t recognize his traps for what they are.

The enemy uses offense to bring people into captivity.
Paul says, And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel
but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in
humility correcting those who are in opposition...so
that they may know the truth, and that they may Sunday Services

come to their senses and escape the snare of the 10am - 12pm

devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will English Service @ Auditorium

(2 Timothy 2:24-26 NKJV). Wow! Those in quarrels or | 10am-1Zpm N
opposition fall into a trap and are held prisoner to do ’}'\;”da”1nzsemce ® Thanksgiving

he devil’s bidding. They are unaware of their AT

the e ' . y . . Children In Action @ Honor
captivity and don’t realize their hearts are spewing

out bitter waters rather than pure. When people are Saturday

deceived, they believe they are right even though 3.30pm - 6.30pm

they aren’t. %tiny Impact (Youth) @ Honor/

West Coast Recraation Centﬁ
No. 12 West Coast Walk

The truth of offense is this: Those you care about the most can offend or hurt you the
most. You expect more of those you care about, and the higher the expectations, the
greater the opportunity to be offended and fall into the devil’s trap.
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In Psalm 55:12-14 David laments, For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; then | could
bear it. ...But it was you, a man my equal, my companion, and my acquaintance. We took

sweet counsel together, and walked to the house of God in the throng (NKJV). Most often Today Next Week

it is a fellow believer who has hurt you, and this causes the offense to go deeper; it feels 19" July 26™ July (H.C.)
like a betrayal. Chairperson Raymond Ang Susy Tan
When Jesus spoke of our day, He warned us to take heed that we are not deceived (see Speaker Revd Timothy Chow Revd Timothy Chow
Matthew 24:4). He then went on to say, “And then many will be offended, will betray Worship Leader Arlene Pang Zhong Fa

one another, and will hate one another,” (Matthew 24:10 NKJV). This shows us a Joanie, Elissa, Althea,

progression: an offended person will eventually betray the person who offended them, Music Team Astrid, Andy, Jakob Janice, Rebecca, Eunice,

and if the betrayal is not dealt with, it will ultimately lead to hatred. Jun Hoong, Jonathan Carolyn, Matthew, Sean

Why do the offended eventually betray? Because according to Proverbs 18:19 an offended Projectionist Violet, Rachel Elissa, Scarlet
person is harder to win than a strong city. Strong cities in the days of Solomon had walls

- . . ) . Soundworks Carol Elizabeth Wee Eric Matthew Sng
around them for protection. Likewise, an offended person builds walls—not physical walls, .
but walls in the soul. The New Testament calls these walls strongholds (see 2 Corinthians H.C. Server : Raymond, Tony, Kevin
10:3-5). These strongholds are thought processes that are developed deep within the soul Intercessory Prayer Tony Tay Koh Bock Yin
that are contrary to the Word of God. God’s Word is rooted in His very character, which Scripture Reader Eunice Ng David Yong
is love. Love is an outflow that always seeks to give. An offendedbeliever seeks
protection; they’ve been hurt and don’t want to experience it again. Their focus is
protection rather than release.
Thoughts of self-protection ultimately lead to betrayal. A betrayal is when we seek to DATE PROGRAM
protect or benefit ourselves at the expense of those with whom we have a relationship. If Zmy Evangelism
our focus turns within, when pressure comes we’ll seek our own selfish interest and ;
betray if necessary. This behavior will eventually lead to hatred, and if hatred is allowed 0;1Aﬂ:mt Corpg;tngHr?syggxgre ting
to thrive, it alienates its victim from eternal life (see 1 John 3:15). 14 August Hand-billing
The other plague that results from offense is the sin of lawlessness, which, simply put, is *Cell groups are suspended till further notice due to WDT. For further enquiries, you may contact
disobedience to authority. A person who has been offended by an authority figure will the Office at 63376104 ext 188/189 or email wacoffice@livingstreams.org.sg*
shy away from authority to avoid being hurt again. This is the reason Jesus says that in
our day lawlessness will abound, and as a result the love of God in the hearts of believers
will grow cold; but he who endures to the end will be saved (see Matthew 24:12,13).
After ministering in thousands of churches, | have had the opportunity to see the direct MISSIONS FUNDS NEEDED IN 2009 |: | 420,000
correlation between lawlessness and offense. One of three things happens when a person
is offended by someone in authority. First, they’ll avoid all forms of authority. This often AMOUNT PLEDGED TO DATE : | $$11,777.50
comes in the form of leaving churches, marriages or places of employment in order to AMOUNT COLLECTED TO DATE : | $10,467.50
escape the chance of being hurt again. Second, they become spiritual vagabonds or
wanderers. They will stay as long as those in authority behave exactly as they desire, but PRAY FOR CHRIST CHURCH SAWANG DAENDIN:
if they don't, they run again to the next relationship or organization. The third behavior Date: 16 to 20 October
of those who will not let go of an offense is that they become spiritual zombies. They Camp speaker and also the team going to Sawang Daendin.

may stay in the place where the hurt occurred, but they never reach their potential
because they refuse to forgive and release the person who hurt them. This is tragic
because life holds so little joy for them, and others miss the blessing that their lives were
intended to bring.

Offense is a serious issue, and many are held in its death grip. But the love of God is the
key to freedom from this trap. This is an abounding love that is developed over time and
continually grows stronger in our hearts. This love will keep us from stumbling and enable
us to lay down our lives selflessly—even for the good of an enemy. When we walk in this
kind of love, we cannot be seduced into taking the bait of Satan.



